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Mitsubishi model range swells with all-new ASX mini-SUV, priced from $25,990

By MARTON PETTENDY
MITSUBISHI has landed s hotly
anticipated ASX mini-crossover Down
Ungder at a starting price of %23 090, pitching
the all-pew sub-Outlandsr baby SUV neatly
between its fwo most direct rivals, the Nissan
Duahis (from 524.900) and Hyundai's ix33
{from 526, 990).

between 1345kg and 1525kg — about 200kg
less than the Outlander

Although Mitsulnshi 15 happy o label it
a5 overkill in this market segment, the ASX
i5 also available with the same AWD system
as the Ouvilander. compnsmg selectable
WD, 4WDr and (30/50) Lock modes and an
electric rear coupling that

PRICING: .
On =zale here from IWD petrol $35 employs  steenng  angle
Aungust |, the compact S0 1 and wheel tpeed sensors
. : WD petrol {2} £28 490
five-door ‘wagon range WD chesel %3109 to chsinibuite cngne torque
mcludes petrol and dicsel y fromt fo rear
; 4WD petrol (3) $31.990
engines, manmwal  and : . Brales are ako lifted
Aspire 4WD diesel 536,990
alomAts  IENSOUSSIONS, 4o e o srol (2) $36,990 from the larger and heavier
all-wheel drive and front- : Outiander. and while the

dove comfigurations and well-specified
entry-level and flagship model vanants.
Based on the same "G5S’ global small-
car platform as the Lancer and Outlandesr,
he ASX - wiuch stands for Active Smuart
Crossoier — shares the same 2670mum
wheelhase as the larger Outlander but has a
lower roofiine, much shorter rear overhang,
more modest ground clearance of 195mm
{versus 210mm) and kerb weights ranging

ASX uses a vaniation of the same suspension
(wath 2mm-thinmer anti-roll bars), the new
model & unique i its wse of an electric
POWET SISSTINE SYSTemL

AlLASY modets come with no fewer than
seven arbags — fwan front, front-sade. side
curtain and a segmeni-first dnver’s koee
airtbag — while ASC electromic stabality
control, ATC traction control and ABS
brakes (multi-mode for AWD versions) wath

EBD aze also fitted across the range

Unlike the Ouflander. a hill-start assist
finction comes with both awtomatic and
maual ansmssions

Mitsubastu is confident that ANCAP crash
testng will confirm a macmmm five-star
safety rating for all ASX models when the
resuits ane revealed at the end of this month,
with items hke plastic fromt quarter guards
expected to help it achieve 3 high three-star
pedestnan safety rating

Passenger car-like noise, vibsation and
harshness levels are clammed 1o have been
acheeved m thas steration of Matsubnshy s
Reinforced Impact Safety Evolution (RISE)
body construction by foam-filled A. B and
C-pillars and extensive floor and engine bay
sonmd deadening

Opening the ASX range at below
26,000 is the 2WD petrol manuoal,
powered by the Lancer’s MIVEC 2.0-
hitre four-cvlinder engine, which delivers
110EW of power at 6000rpm and 197Nm

of torgque at 4200rpm.
Continued naxt page
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Mated to a five-speed poamal transmicsion,
the bhase ASN retmms average fel
consumption of 7.7 litres per 100km — less
than both the WD Dualis (8. 10771 00km) and
35 (8. 50/ 100km), as well a5 Volkswagen's
Tiguan (9 111 (0km)

Matched with the Lancer's smx-speed
continuoushy vamable transmssion (CVT),
which is a 52300 option, the ASX petrol
auto feturns 79110000, whale the 531,990
ASN 4WD petrol 1s 2 CVT-only proposition
that returns 3. 10/100km.

Mote economdcal than all petrol vaniants
is the AWD-only, six-speed manual-only
ASX 4WD diesel, which remms Toyota
Cantry  Hybrid-beating fuel consumption
of st 58L100Mm and comes with the
same pricetag as the ASK 4WD COVT
petrol. Mitsubichn says that makes it the
lowest priced diesel SUV avaulable, bar the
SeangYong Actvon (526.990)

Under the diese] ASX's bonmet is the first
applicaton of Mitsobishi’s own 1.8-Lire
engine, which delivers the same 110kW as
the petrol engne (this time at 4000rpm)
and a more muscular 300Nn of Tonque at
2000rpm —up 103Nm.

Like the ASX's petrol engine, the
hightweight, all-alloy 16-valve 4413 diesel
has practically square cylinder dimensions,
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but employs vamnsble frbo peometry,
commen-rail  direct-injection  techanology
and MIVEC vanable valve tming {a first for
a diesel passenger car), and meets the Euro
5 emussions standard that will oot come into
foree 1n Australia unhl at lease 2013,

Offering hght-car economy i an AWD

SUV  (Mitsubishi's own Colt refums
5.6L/100km). the ASX diesel enuts just
154 grams of CO2 per kilometre — bess than
the diese] version of the m33 (7 511 00km,
198g%km) and Tigwan (7 4L/100km, 195
km). easily makmng it the cleanest and most
efficient i ats class.

Apant from the full gamt of safery
equpment, standard features across the
range inclhodes 16x6 3-inch alloy wheels

with 21565 nyres, roof mils, automatic
climate-control  mr-copdiiomung,  cnnse
control, a trip computer, rake- and reach-
adjustable steenng wheel, 3 four-speaker
AMTEMCDMP3 plaver with suxiliary and
USB mputs, driver’s seat height adynstment
and power windows nurTors.

For $500, 3 “Convenience Pack’ all but
brings the base IWD variants up to WD
spec by mcludmg Bluetooth 20 eperaton
with vodce control, reverse parlang sensors,
chrommed exhanst outlets and steermg wheel
auhio and phooe controls.

FULL STORY: CLICK HERE
DRIVE IMPRESSIONS: CLICK HERE
‘In very good shape’ - next page




