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Suzuki shows off turbo
Kizashi concept next to
airbag-laden 2011 Swift

By TERRY MARTIN
IN A snming world-first presentation,
Suma Australia unveilsd 3 gh-perfomunce
furbocharged version of its Kizash medinum-
sized sedan at the Australion International
Motor Show in Sydney today

Shown alongside the new-generation
Swift light car, which was making s
southern  hemusphere  debut  after  first
appearing at the Paris motor show two weeks
ago, the Eizashi Turbo was developed in
compunction. with Californian-based  hot
tuners Road Race Motorsports (REM) in
the US and looks to be a precursor 1o a
high-performance model available Down
Under in the not-100-distant fiunge.

Although the force-fed Eizashn s
deseribed as a show piece for now, Sumiks
Aupstralia has told GoAuto that the Turbo
was a serious confender for sale here, if
there was strong enoigh denwand.

Suruka banched an AWD Spont version of
the Kizshi i Angust, but the $39.900 flagship
model sticks with the powertran conmmon (o
the entire range. a naherally aspuated 2. 4-lire
four-cylinder producing 131kW of power at
G300rpm and 230Nm of torgue at 4000rpm.

The AWD model also drnves solely theough
3 continuously vanable tramsmission (CVT)

By companison, the Kizashi Turbo
produces a mmch stronger 179KW
4500rpm and 330Mm at 4400rpm with the
intercooled turbo, wihich has Tpsi of boost
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Power 15 fed through the front wheels via a
six-speed manual gearbox.

Goduto understands that the AWD
Kizashi hat been specifically enginsered
for use with the CVT, hence the front-drive/
manual combo i the Torbo

After the covers were thrown off the
Kizashi Twbo in Svdpey this moming.
Suzuki Ausiralia general monager Tomy
Devers sud: "Customers have been asking
about a rbocharped version of this car ance
the original Concept Kizashd was unveiled
at Frankfirt more than three vears ago

“The race-bred Kizashi chassis was
ahways designed to handle more power and
we are excited about the potential for a high-
performance version.

“We worked closelv with our good friends
from Foad Race Motorsports in the US to
produce a concept car with the potenhal to
attack the medim-car perfonmance market.

“We will closely monitor customer
feedback on the concept car and welcome
it at Bxorbook comsurukianstralia ™

REM has developed a similar, bt even
more powerful, Kizashi Turbo concept for
Suruki America i recent months - churmng
out 216kW at 5800rpm and 377Nm at
4100mm = which iz billed as a stromg
candudate for production in the US.

EEM has also developed a 223KW

nrbocharged Platinum Edition Kizashi and

s now offermg aftermarket tirbo packages
fior the vehicle worldwide.

The US aftermarket performance parts
specialist and custom car builder savs it has
receved enquunes from across the globe,
inchiding Avstralia, and that vaniatons will be
tabored to the needs of mdividual masets and
private clients.

As seen on the overseas BRM editions,
the Australian-specific show car also has
lowered sports suspension. a front stot
brace and beefier brakes.

It is shod with 19-inch Enkei RPF1 alloy
wheels on 245/40-section Pirelli P-Zero
tyres, and kas a2 mumber of other extenor
deta] changes, mcluding a new rear deck
spodler and bold ‘Kizashi Turbo” bivery.

A petrol-electric hybnd version of the
Kizashi has also been confirmed for sale in
the US from 2011, bat not for Austrabia at
this stage.

The third-generaton Swift, meamwhale,
will be relessed here m the first half of pext
year, with Mr Devers confirmung today that
every mode] across the range wall be fired
with seven airbags.

He said the Swaft would offer “the most
comprehensive standard safety package
ever seen in a hght car af this prnice point
in Australia”
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